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Abstract

The transition from a linear economy to a circular economy requires substantial
government support, particularly in creating an enabling environment that encourages the
private sector to modify its production and service practices. Governments can employ legal
instruments to facilitate this transition, such as shifting the tax burden from labor to resource
consumption, establishing reuse targets for the industrial sector, providing tax incentives for
the use of environmentally friendly materials, and adopting internationally recognized
definitions of “waste” that distinguish between waste intended for recovery and waste
designated for final disposal. These legal instruments must be capable of facilitating the
renewable supply of raw materials, product restoration, the extension of product lifespans,
the use of collaborative business platforms, and product-as-a-service delivery models.
However, the Thai legal system remains limited due to the absence of formal legislation clearly
defines and regulates the circular economy with legally binding effect. This situation results in
unclear implementation guidelines and the lack of a central entity with the responsibility and
lecal ability to resolve such issues. Furthermore, there is an insufficient legal framework to
support and promote the circular economy, as well as a lack of effective enforcement

mechanisms and sanctions to facilitate the transition toward a circular economic system.
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